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Righteous Death

Hong Kong was the place where the Canadian forces suffered the highest rate of
casualties during the Second World War. Three weeks before war broke out,
Canadian reinforcements, which comprised two battalions of approximately 2,000
men, arrived in Hong Kong. Over a quarter of them, including Company Sergeant-
Major John Robert Osborn, were killed in action in Hong Kong.

In the early hours of 19 December 1941, Japanese forces launched an attack on
Mount Butler in the east part of Hong Kong Island. Some 130 men of 'A' Company,

formed by the Winnipeg Grenadiers, led by Osborn, fought the Japanese for close to



12 hours. It was an uphill battle for them, as they were poorly equipped and
unfamiliar with the terrain. As they retreated, they were attacked by Japanese forces
with grenades. One of the grenades fell into a trench, and to protect his comrades,
42-year-old Osborn threw himself over it and was killed when it exploded.

Osborn was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross, the highest award of the
British honours system. He was buried in Sai Wan War Cemetery, and the Osborn
Barracks in Kowloon Tong (the present-day Kowloon East Barracks) was named after
him. A statue of Osborn stands in Hong Kong Park today, and a plaque
commemorating his sacrifice was erected in the first part of Section 2 of the Wilson

Trail, close to where he died.



